
With attention to every possible detail, 
Vittoria Borazio and Norris Ingrisch created 

Desiderata, the ideal country retreat that offers 
style, space and an awe-inspiring outlook. 
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DesiredA

LIFE

A mezzanine balcony, painted in Dulux Tuscan Sun 
and furnished with bookshelves and study nook, 
benefits from an amazing outlook over the dining/
lounge area and out to the surrounding landscape.

AT HOME with Vittoria and Norris
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In 2005, Vittoria and her husband Norris found a beautiful 10-acre 
block of subdivided land in picturesque Kangaroo Valley. For a few 
years, the couple lived in a shed on the property, while Vittoria 

commuted daily to Sydney for work. “It was like this sanctuary for me, 
a retreat from the city,” she says. When they were ready, the couple 
created a magnificent award-winning four-bedroom country home, 
blending beautiful natural materials and fittings with a classic yet 
eclectic style. Copious amounts of glass capture uninterrupted views 
of valley escarpment, while a stylish mix of furniture pieces create 
personal warmth and charm. The couple lived in the home for six years 
until a sea change took them to the mid north coast of NSW. Now the 
home, which they named Desiderata, is available for holiday letting, 
allowing others the opportunity of experiencing its overwhelming 
feeling of peace, serenity and instant relaxation. Vittoria named the 
property after Max Ehrman’s famous poem, Desiderata (desired things) 
as the home always gave her such a sense of happiness and inner calm. 
“I call it my spiritual home,” she says. “I feel at peace when I’m there.”  

TOP: Vittoria has collected a wide variety of furniture pieces from around the 
world, creating a quirky classic mix with side table and coffee table from London, 
leather sofa with cushions from Sydney and Asian-style lamp picked up in Bowral. 

RIGHT: A magnificent mirror Vittoria bought during a business trip to Macau is 
now happily installed in Desiderata, after accompanying her all over the world.

OPPOSITE PAGE: The entrance makes an immediate impression with travertine 
floor tiles, spotted gum spiral staircase with wrought-iron balustrade, and a 
dresser sourced in Macau and eclectic artwork by Norris himself.
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ABOVE: The simple classic contemporary kitchen features every modern luxury 
and stylish fitting with chic grey and white cabinetry, generous island topped 
with Caesarstone, Deco-glaze glass splashback, Smeg freestanding stove with 
double oven, Franke tap and integrated Miele coffee machine.

TOP RIGHT: The combination of white and grey cabinetry looks smart and 
stylish, as does the Smeg freestanding cooker with double oven and the Miele 
range above.

Sticking to the plan
While living in the shed, Vittoria and Norris took time to familiarise 
themselves with the land and work out exactly what they wanted. They 
then took their designs to draftsman Matt Beggs from MSB Design 
who drew up their plans. While the couple had a clear vision for their 
home, Matt was extremely helpful in adding value to their ideas. 
“I really didn’t have a particular style in mind, I had some guiding 
principles,” says Vittoria. 

An outstanding design feature is certainly the view, which has been 
incorporated as much as possible with every room benefitting from the 
fabulous surrounds. Windows and glass panels are prominent, 
particularly in the main combined living area with its spacious size and 
pitched ceiling, allowing the breathtaking surrounding landscape to 
speak for itself. “I’d go down and practise standing where my kitchen 
would be so I could see the mountains,” says Vittoria. 

The couple also wanted, wherever possible, to draw from natural 
materials and fittings. Floorboards of Queensland spotted gum, 
exposed hardwood timber beams, a volcanic rock fireplace and surfaces 
of marble, travertine and Caesarstone all offer warmth, texture and 
classic contemporary style. The interior colour scheme, put together by 
Norris, is equally divine, featuring a range of soft and subtle tones to 
reflect both natural materials and surrounding nature. Colours such as 
Dulux Beige Royal half-strength in the main living area blend 
seamlessly with Dulux Scallywag quarter and Dulux Clay Bake in the 
nearby foyer, while bedrooms of Dulux China White and Dulux Ecru 
enhance the overall sense of peace and tranquillity.

Vittoria’s top  
decorating tips

n  Colour is important. Match colours and tones and 
don’t be afraid of bright colours. If you do have a 
neutral colour scheme, you can always have a touch of 
orange or red or bright colour on a feature wall.

n  When I buy pieces, I don’t necessarily consider if it 
will go with other pieces, it’s more about how it makes 
me feel when I see it or feel it. I choose furnishings 
that make me feel good.
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ABOVE: The design of the dining area offers space and openness close to the 
kitchen, living space and surrounding views, while Vittoria’s classic-style pieces 
add warmth, interest and personality.

OPPOSITE PAGE: The mezzanine level, overlooking the enormous living space, 
offers the opportunity to enjoy the home’s beautiful natural materials such as 
glass, timber and volcanic rock, combined with Vittoria’s minimal yet eclectic 
collection of furnishings. 

an impreSSive expanSe
While the land and panoramic views are indeed a feature, so too is the 
spacious layout of the home’s interior. The main open-plan kitchen/
dining/living room is an extraordinary achievement with its eight-
metre raked ceiling and impressive floor space of 11.5 x 6 metres. 
Beautiful oversize bi-folding doors, opening the space to the outdoors, 
have been custom made in western red cedar to capitalise on the 
amazing landscape. “We wanted to be able to stand anywhere in the 
room and see the mountains,” says Vittoria. “If you had standard-size 
doors, you chopped off a bit too much for my liking.” 
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outlook while a soundproofed media room, a generous master suite 
with ensuite and a separate office off the fourth bedroom allow a cosy 
and quiet separation of space. 

the perSonal touch
Vittoria has been lucky enough to travel the world, living in many 
fabulous places and collecting an impressive array of eclectic 
furnishings along the way. “When I came back, I wanted to be able to 
use all the furniture, whether I bought it in London or China or New 
York,” she says. “All of them have a story about me and my past and 

TOP LEFT: Asian-style cushions add colour and vibrancy to this bedroom 
together with charming artwork, picked up in New York.

LEFT: The master ensuite is absolutely beautiful with green and white mosaic 
feature, travertine floor tiles and inbuilt vanity with marble surface and elegant 
bowl basin.

ABOVE: The master bedroom features a wonderful outlook and a fabulous chair/
ottoman combination, sourced from New York and the envy of every guest who 
has stayed. Tones of Dulux Ecru and a feature wall of Dulux Jarrah reflect the 
beautiful natural surrounds and offer a sense of calm and relaxation.

The space flows out to an indoor/outdoor area with French 
provincial dining setting and full outdoor kitchen. The undercover 
space offers fabulous alfresco living, protected from the elements while 
automated fly screens allow fresh breezes without the worry of insects. 
A spiral staircase in the foyer leads to a mezzanine level – a study/
library nook that sits above the kitchen and overlooks the dining/
lounge and out to the views beyond. 

Vittoria and Norris have carefully considered every element of the 
home, from the choice of high-quality materials to the way it functions 
as a space. The living areas are absolutely stunning, offering charm and 
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what I was doing at that time.” For this reason, the home has an eclectic 
and highly personal feel with a wide variety of styles that Vittoria 
combines with an overall touch of classic charm. When the couple 
moved out, they left the home as is, save for a few personal and precious 
items, and this is why guests often comment on how much it feels like 
a home as opposed to a holiday rental. Even the artwork has a personal 
flavour, all supplied by Norris, a graphic designer and also talented artist. 
“We didn’t want to go and buy artwork,” says Vittoria. “But because my 
husband is an artist, I just commissioned him.”

Fortunately for Norris and Vittoria, the property sits between two 
dairy farms and since they purchased it, land can no longer be sold in 
small parcels. This means there’s little chance of it ever being closed in 
by residential homes. “It’s so stunning,” says Vittoria. “When you’re on 
the deck at the back, you just see the magnificent mountain range and 
you don’t see anything else.” 

Such a fabulous home was hard to leave, however Vittoria tries to get 
there as much as possible – a challenge considering the constant bookings. 
However, she has made a commitment to herself to try to escape to 
Desiderata whenever possible. “It really is good for my soul,” she says.  n

www.desideratakangaroovalley.com.au

TOP: The indoor/outdoor room extends the stylish living area to the great 
outdoors with charming French-provincial dining setting and volcanic rock 
feature wall not to mention an outdoor kitchen complete with barbecue, 
Caesarstone surfaces and automated fly screens.

LEFT: The deck is the perfect place to sit, relax and enjoy the peaceful surrounds 
with Balinese day bed picked up many years ago on Sydney’s North Shore and a 
locally sourced hanging chair.
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